LETTER 'TO THE EDITOR

REORIENTING THE BASIC SCIENCE DEPARTMENTS IN OUR MEDICAL COLLEGES
A POSSIBLE LINE OF ACTION

Sir,

Most, if not all, of the 100 and odd medical colleges in our country suffer from a shortage
of competent and enthusiastic teachers in the pre- and para-clinical departments. The shortage
is more obvious in terms of quantity at some places and in terms of quality at others, but only
the few Institutes at the top might escape it altogether. We have long been complacent enough
to believe that first-rate medical graduates do not opt for these basic subjects simply because the

=y monetary reward is so poor as compared to clinical practice which has the compzlling attraction

< alittering gold-mine. The conclusion has been that we should remain contented with what -
ever teft-overs we get. The several revisions of salaries in recent years and the restrictions on
private practice in many places have hardly changed the situation. A re-thinking on the whole
problem is, therefore, very much called for. It is seldom thought that psrhaps there are other
reasons too, long over-looked, which discourage the young doctors from joining our Depart-
ments. Two important ones seem to be:

(1) Lack of job satisfaction, and

(2) Very limited job potential of our post-graduate degrees.

When a new medical graduate, fresh from his internship, joins one of our Dzpartments, say
physiology, what does he usually do? Either meddle with frogs in the experimental lab where
the equipment is often poor in looks as well as in function, or just tabulate the students attendance.
Or perhaps take a routine demonstration on examination of the urine. For the rest of the time
he seems to be listening to the endless discourses of his seniors on everything from “‘cabbages to
kings”. No wonder that he finds little professional interest, little academic satisfaction, and hardly
any excitement in such work. Either he quits as soon as a better job comes his way or else gradually
sinks into a state of indifference and lassitude.

But let us suppose that he stays on and takes up his post-graduate studies in the subject.
There is hardly any training worth the name for him except going through a text-book and doing
a few stereotyped, obsolete experiments the sole purpose of which now sszms to bz to test the
students in the examination. When he finally gets through, his post-graduate degree makes him
eligible for nothing except teaching the same subject to the medical students. His clinical back-
ground has faded but he has acquired little new by way of vocational skill. It is natural, there-
fore, that as soon as the available staff positions in the Department ge* filled-up the inflow of post-







